CHAPTER IV.
THE HISTORICAL CHRIST.

WE have already spoken, in the first
chapter, on the identities existing* in all
the religions of the world, and we have
seen that out of a study of these identities
in beliefs, symbolisms, rites, ceremonies,
histories, and commemorative festivals, has
arisen a modern school which relates the
whole of these to a common source in
human ignorance, and in a primitive
explanation of natural phenomena. From
these identities have been drawn weapons
for the stabbing of each religion in turn,
and the most effective attacks on Christian-
ity and on the historical existence of its
Founder have been armed from this
source. On entering now on the study of
the life of the Christ, of the rites of
Christianity, its sacraments, its doctrines,